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REVOLUTIONARY CHANGES IN TURKEY
In the East, Western influence is making itself increasingly felt.
In Turkey, China and Japan, especially the last-named, the national
dress is surely, if gradually, taking second place to Western fashions.
The richly embroidered mandarin robe of the Chinese passed away with
the establishing of a republican form of government in 1912, since when
this Europeanizing of dress has been slowly progressing, and the
traditional kimono of the Japanese, both men and women, is slowly
falling a victim to the more prosaic and uniform costume of the West.
In Turkey, under the post-War rule of Kemal Ataturk, European
ideas of dress were introduced, one revolutionary change being the
substitution of the cloth cap or felt hat for the red fez. His decree that
women should dispense with the veils that covered their faces when
in public was almost equally revolutionary.
DRESS REFORM THAT HELPED TO CAUSE A REVOLUTION
Although most Asiatic countries have shown a tendency to accept
European ideas, there are nevertheless exceptions, and one of them
is Afghanistan. Here an attempt was made by King Amanullah in
1928 to introduce various changes based on Western customs, including
the fashioning of dress after the styles he had observed during a tour of
Europe, but his efforts met with determined resistance and led to
revolutionary action which compelled him to abdicate the throne.
But this rebuff to the spreading of European conceptions of dress
in the East is insignificant by comparison with the progress made in
other lands of greater extent and infinitely greater importance.